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David Ellsworth’s first experience with the lathe was in a woodshop class 

in 1958. He continued to turn through high school, then spent three years 

in the military and eight years in college studying architecture, drawing 

and sculpture, receiving a masters degree in fine art from the University of Colorado in 1973. He started 

the woodworking program at the Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass, Colorado in 1974, and the 

following year opened his first private woodturning studio in Boulder, Colorado. It was during the mid-

1970’s that David developed a series of bent turning tools and the methods required for making the thin-

walled hollow forms of which he is known worldwide. His first article titled, “Hollow Turning” appeared 

in the May/June 1979 issue of Fine Woodworking Magazine. His first book, Ellsworth on Woodturning, 

was published by Fox Chapel Publ. in 2008.  

David is the founding member of the American Association of Woodturners, of which he was president 

from 1986-1991, and its first Honorary Lifetime Member. He has written over fifty articles on subjects 

related to craft and woodturning and has operated the Ellsworth School of Woodturning at his home and 

studio in Buck’s County, Pennsylvania since 1990. His works have been included in the permanent col-

lections of thirty-six museums, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Philadelphia 

Museum of Art, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. He has 

taught workshops throughout the world and has received fellowship grants from the National Endow-

ment of Arts, the Pennsylvania Council for the Arts, and the PEW Foundation. In 2009 he was elected 

the “Master of the Medium” by the James A. Renwick Alliance of the Smithsonian Institution in Wash-

ington, D.C. He is a Honorary Lifetime Member of the Collectors of Wood Art, and a Fellow and a former 

Trustee of the American Craft Council . 

Did you miss us on the first Saturday this month?   

That’s OK We weren’t here but what a great meeting for  

the  Sept 12th. David Ellsworth is one of the great old 

masters and we have him here for us to enjoy..This is 

very special so don’t miss the wisdom and common 

sense woodturning he teaches. 



Last month we were given a supper demo by 

Christian.  He demonstrated how to make a 

threaded lided box with a round ball inside.  A 

special jig was used to configure the outside of 

the bowl and then cut the inside shape with the 

same jig.  Then using another jig cut threads on 

the lid and matching treads inside the bowl.  Us-

ing the circle jig again Christian cut a ball to fit 

just insde the threaded bowl.  If you miss a meet-

ing you never know what good ideas you miss. 

 

Editors note: 

With David Ellsworth here,  this is another example how to learn better or dif-

ferent skills.   The Las Vegas Woodturning Associations goal is to present tech-

nique and skill building information.  As  time goes by, we hope all members 

help add strength to the club so that everyone benefits.  This demo is a little 

more expensive  than normal so the cost is only a bit more..    $30.00 with 

lunch…..      I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces on Saturday. 

          Editor.TallDon 




